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Our Lord Jesus Christ

Mark 4

30. And he said, "What does the Kingdom of
God resemble? And by what parable shall we
relate it?

31. "Itis like a mustard seed, which when
sown in the soil, is the smallest of all the
plants on earth,

32. "And when it is sown, it climbs and
becomes bigger than all the vegetables, and it
makes a great number of branches, so that it
Is possible for birds to make their nests in its
shade."

Mark 7

14. And Jesus called all the crowd and told
them, "Listen to me all of you and learn.

15. "There is nothing outside of a human
being that enters him, which can degrade him.
Except, what comes out of him, that is what
degrades a human being.

16. "Whoever has ears that hear, listen."
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Highlights of the events in the life of
Mrs Letchumipillai Mylvaganam

$lmod) GeoL” sl smen Louflsbeunserd i suiaefler

ampsensuilar (psdu flapeyd GOy sar

&Sm6uLd / BlaLpey &6 Events
Period
13 August Saflouns sLb-fleranpd | Born as the fifth child to
1922 pougliler gibsiel g Mr.Seenivasagam &
SPHEDBUITE Sinnamuthu in Munaikadu
(pemardHTL 1460 LPHST
Upto 1938 QT LbUS Primary Education till
Hovsilenul (PeOsTSH1H Standard 6 at Methodist
Ouogigeog B mission School, Munaikadu
un__gmemsowllsd 66 a1y
aueny Luflermm
1939- 1944 | 7b gLy pssd 10 Secondary education at
SUGLIL| 6UEHY &60(LpeDET Girls Boarding School
GBS un_gremevulled OO | Kalmunai
(From Standard 7 to
Standard 10)
1940 Oopigavs Sphsow HEled Was Baptized at the

@heTeBIeTLL Qi my

S e 611 meorit

Methodist Church and
became a Christian




&meoLd / Bl ey &6 Events
Period
1945- 1947 | wlLsseniiy pdfu Underwent training at
oong Temevulsd HLELD Teachers Training Collage,
i ulilpd) Gupprit | patticaloa to become a
Tamil Trained Teacher
8 April 1947 | (pemssaiLligs shewgswii | Demise of Mr

$lm Saflouns b Slsuisafle
LOEDD &Y

Seenivasagam- her father in
Munnaikadu

August 1947

udippiul e slp

Y ffepwwns 50w,
(peoarHH1H Oglqevs
WNeger Mg memeoulled

I fepwwnals ugsil
Sl

Qualified as a Tamil trained
Teacher and was appointed
as a Teacher at Munaikadu
Methodist Mission school

2July 1951 | 8. siosimsibd Married Mr. Tharmalingam
wuldsunssd (D' eubs) | Mylvaganam (Advocate) in
S GUTHENET oL L& &6 LLT60
LDSTOT (LI T

18 June opds waar smhdl@orsr | Birth of the eldest son,

1952 gD Shantikumar at 84, Trinco

Road, Batticaloa
1954 °? ST FIg UTL_FTDE0SHS Was transferred to Arasady

LT DeVTdl euhSTT

School
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&meoLd / Bl ey &6 Events

Period
27 @)y sTorL_id L sveusot Birth of the second son
November 7 silsuirLosdlssr ggamanLh Ravivarman at 84, Trinco
1954 Road, Batticaloa

07 February
1957

PLPSIDITEU Gl L|H606MST
Guirsebeur silesr sgeomsoTLd

Birth of the third the son,
Yogeswaran at 84, Trinco
Road, Batticaloa

12 May 1961 | BISi&MoUSI L|Seo6uss Birth of the fourth son,
&Gy bl sl ggamennLid Surendran at 84, Trinco

Road, Batticaloa

11 January S8 osar Birth of the youngest son

1963 & $E0w by nellsir ggsomeond Sathyendra at 84, Trinco
Road, Batticaloa

17 March S0 ulled SLIGW LS House warming ceremony

1965 sHL19.60 @YU @BST of the new house built in
New Kalmunai Road,
Kallady

01 October | silsrgai’ waaflr Tranferred to Vincents’ Girls

1967 UTL_& Memavd &) LomppLD High School




&meoLd / Bl ey &6 Events
Period
September | epds sCsMIT Demise of her elder brother
1969 LpunsoriTlait emer ullest Poopalapillai
LG Y
January epds wsar Guidluiivisd The eldest son entered the
1972 gD @ Gpfley University at Engineering
Qsuwiuc® Faculty, Katubedda Campus
s HUI0USNS LSS
HPHLD S Dl
December o> Qsusilpm HLi First foreign trip to India-
1973 L sworid- Gy m"L_fil dler Joined her husband to
Haips flbsns semaumGLST | attend 5 Rotary Club
Bbdlur Ge siprh function.
26 56 auwgled &ewreur Demise of her husband due
December LD 6DL_L1L| ST 6T0TL015 to a heart attack at the age
1974 LoD e of 56
15 January Ho0ev1q. I Eleorr Transferred to Kallady
UL Te60s3 LoTHDLD Government Primary
1975 Quppr School
12 October | epds Losa Eldest son qualified as a
1976 Qugbluilus somer s Civil Engineer
Sl Suem b5l
10 October | @swiLmb Lsar GLosd Second son left for England
1976 g iy ans Qs dleons 3 for higher studies

LIWL 635TLD




&meoLd / Bl ey &6 Events
Period
1979 LLPDIOUS] LoD Third son entered
@SOITL_gTemev eileud muids Kundasale Agricultural
SHeogoullsd G s 1 College
April 1980 HEvoTeuT SledHlenw & Trip to India to desquith the

SOTLILSDSTS RbSwl
LIW 630TLD

ashes of her husband

August 1980

9 §lilemw
Ganflslelhpo! uiey
Qupmni.

Retired from the teaching
profession

30 January | ep$s @SS Gy Marriage of the eldest son

1982 Wi sfiglemwid G b to Mrinalini Manohara of
L&@mmﬂéﬁ. . Lady Manning Drive
m(gm?"—m”“’%@?m Batticaloa, at
mmw.(gg’ﬁjvmm . Mamangeswarar Temple,
Yrudf Hwmmd Batticaloa

24 June S HH@Oulgulled Travelled to India to attend

1982 peLQupp $leu@Lon- the wedding of Sivakumar

LosooTiQLomfl
$lmssrsSnsns QbEw

Qg srpmi

& Manimozhi at
Kattukudipatti

August 1983

BISTHID LodesT Hpd @

LOEHEDNS HLpSHD

Fourth son entered Science
Faculty of the Eastern




&meoLd / Bl ey &6 Events
Period
silgheprer GL_HEH @ University, Vantharumoolai
Qsfley Q& wiwiu L i Campus
January semL 4 wear Gurmgenst | Youngest son entered the
1985 usbaemadeps Gumlilus | Engineering Faculty of the
g 8in @ Gpfley Gl Peradeniya Campus
uL L
December oo CusE spUSSSla Travelled to Zambia for the
1984 piflesr HLBS L birth of the eldest daughter
euMBIIWT Liw 6oorLd Katpaham
13 August ooy medisdl E)svsosSlsd Demise of her mother-in-
1986 sevaufisn smunfisr wespey | |aw at Stanley House, Lady,
Manning Drive, Batticaloa.
1 He0slg. Gleng BLed: Attended the graduation
October1986 | ®o@nfiuiled pLbs Breisb ceremony of her third son
Los@ianLw UL sy at the Kallady Music
ofiprsfled &0 College.
Qg TesoTL_TT.
October Hevsulg. Gebedled Hmuit Demise of her mother Mrs
1986 Slpiod Heisnps i Sinnamuthu Seenivasagam
§dlouns 55l Lommpoy at the Kallady residence
12 May 1988 | epsimiLd o&H@Is@Lb Third son married

s Taslensd Ceibs
Bbsiod

Qg sbeulILITEY & @HLD

Indumathy Chellappa of
Thambiluvil at the brides




&meoLd / Bl ey &6 Events
Period
Losworogei - Gsbsog Hled residence in Thambiluvil
$l(mLoswTLD
December Guy g emeTL] Attended the graduation
1991 usbsemaapsbEe LS | ceremony of her youngest
sl wsgiemLu son at University of
oL weflty sflyprsilsd Peradeniya
SH60b.H| O TewoTLT. .
14 March HOLE] LE@ISHGLD Youngest son married
1994 sneny Semoud Gaiss Ellilrajni Kasipillai of

sTLNlsom et
&nEl1l61 em6m & (@HLD
QampLdLy & svdaTeun

LoswoTL_LiG$led Hl(mLossorid

Karaithivu in Sasakawa Hall,
Colombo

August 1995

AL ANERG TG I
WeOliemuss Eed@Hbd
)7 6uoTL_MD Lo& Gear(h)

LIWL 635TLD

Visit to Singapore and
Philippines accompanied by
the second son

January
1996

A YT o118 (LpgH6d

Qg arermifid st Lw sworLd

First trip to South Africa via
Singapore
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&meoLd / Bl ey &6 Events
Period

4 April 1996 | BIHISTOUSI LOE@YSSLD Fourth son married
Uy (hUenUd 6o s Rathymalar Sebamalai of
7 SlLonids Liotamed@Lb Padirupu in Leicester,
B\mi Sleots 51, GeverbL_fed England
$l(mpLoswTLD .

3 November | &®3l & $56w by nsilsr Sudden demise of Suruthy

1996 SIS0 L0 STTLD Sathyendra

11 July 1997 | @rewiLtoug wes@is&b, | Second son married,
stedlonn slidlenwid Gaiss Parvathy Ravivarman of
] Eliza’s lane, Batticaloa at
B0y Lo 516 @L the bride’s residence.
LOGTOTLOG 6T B))6060S &l6v
$l(mLoswTLD.

1998 iy s &Gy by alasr Travelled to UK for the birth
pifler HLBES L of Prada Surendran
@)l fleons B Liw sworLd

December spussger iy Brm’ @ Travelled to South Africa via

1998 slprsilgpid Uy $ B igu Singapore to attend the

A ECEHPSHPID Heb )
Qaneii om Geussorlg.
AT ANTHRY) Y

Qs arermifid st Lw ssorLd

Coming of Age ceremony
and Bharatha Natya
Arangertam of Katpaham
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&meoLd / Bl ey &6 Events
Period
13 August ELPTDIOUS] LS Sl 80" Birthday celebrations
2002 @eveogdled eremiugmougi | at her third son’s house in
2B Hampe Kallady.
QO mevoTL_mL L LD
3-4 June 30 Qe ®sEHS@U st | Family re-union with all 5
2005 BHD! &5 EHL@ID sons after 30 years in

Lol L &&6midlsd 6er my)

Fnl_60

Batticaloa

01 February
2007

Benmeuss LTS e6ifled

&1J 60T 6eML_[b ST

Rested at the feet of
Almighty

04 February
2007

LS 60 SH60sulq.
LW e & Hled [BevEVL & &LD

Qeuiwdiul L g

Burial took place at Kallady
cemetery
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A TRIBUTE TO MY LOVING SISTER

| sit and stare, hoping it was a nightmare - to think that my
sister is no more. | cannot believe that she is dead and gone.

To recollect what she has done in her life- | remember her
raising her five young boys and fulfilling all the obligations
with a mother’s love. It was her moral and financial support
that helped me to live in this world as a person who is
recognized by others.

We used to discuss everything - the good and the bad.
Although she always expected my opinions, she made her
own decisions and acted accordingly.

Akka, you will never be forgotten deep down inside my heart.
The thing that hurts so much is that we had to part. You were
a very precious person and you will always be. | cannot
express to you how much pain | am in.

Your loving brother

Colombo Manickam
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Appamma — My Inspirational Grandmother

The fondest memories | have of Appamma was the time she
came to stay with us in South Africa in 1996. Although
relatively old at that time, you would never be able to say it. |
remember going to school and we would come back
everyday to lunch that Appamma had spent the entire
mornings cooking for us. | think Tuesdays and Fridays were
the most challenging for her because she found it very
difficult to cook the vegetables without a little kooni or dry fish
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or maldive fish added to it to enhance the flavour which is the
typical Batticaloa way of cooking!

During my Arangetram in 1999, Appamma ensured that
everyone in the house (and god knows there were tons of
people that came in and out) was entertained and fed. She
was always in the kitchen cooking or making tea etc.
Appamma had a very generous nature and always gave
everyone as much as she could, without holding back. This
especially applied when it came to her sons and her
grandchildren. Every time someone went to Sri Lanka she
would send us a whole lot of sweetmeats. Appa always got a
packet of cashew nuts that he would try his best to hide from
us. When we complained to Appamma about this she would
say that she sent those especially for her son!

She was greatly loved and respected by her sons who stood
true to her till the very end of her life. Although they all
wanted her to live with them she always wanted to stay in the
house Appappa built and I'm glad that she passed on from
there. She never wanted to be a burden to any of her sons
and always wanted to be independent and she managed to
do this till the end of her life. Her life has inspired me in so
many ways and | am thankful to God for giving me a
wonderful woman as a grand mother.

| wish we could have spent more time with her and gone to
visit her more often but that was not always possible.
Nonetheless, I'm glad we got to spend a little time with her
when she came to South Africa on two separate occasions.
We got to experience her jovial and adventurous nature when
we went traveling around South Africa with her. Although she
found it difficult to walk long distances sometimes, she was
always game to do everything.
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As her eldest grand child and the only grand-daughter until
litle Suruthy was born, | had the privilege of being her
favourite one for a long time. Since my maternal grand
mother passed away long before | was born it was Appamma
who played both the roles in my life and | dearly cherish her
memories.

May God bless her soul.

South Africa Katpaham Shantikumar

Tribute to a Loving Grandmother

Appamma, as we lovingly called her, was the most prominent
grandparent in my life. My earliest memory of her was when
she came to visit us in South Africa in 1996. | was 10 years
old, and | vaguely remember that first moment we were in her
presence. We embraced for the first time (that | could
remember) and | couldn’t explain it at the time, but looking
back | now understand exactly what was happening. It was a
simply, an intense, loving bond shared between a
Grandmother and her grandson

During her trip in 1996, Appamma taught us Tamil, and the
surprising part was we weren’t resistant to learn. Amma had
tried for so many years to get us to learn it, but we were
always uncooperative. We really did enjoy her lessons. |
suppose it was because Appamma was a teacher by
profession. And to my knowledge, we were her last pupils
which is something I'll always cherish.
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| personally am very honoured to have been part of her life.
She was truly a role model to me. Especially now, knowing
of her accomplishments. After Appappa died, she raised five
boys into successful men. A feat not many can accomplish.
Though there were hardships, all the sweat, blood and tears
paid off. Not only are my uncles and my father successful in
terms of their careers, but all the values, morals and
principles that were instilled in them by her, are still intact!
And that has been passed onto our generation and will surely
be passed onto the generation after.

Being her eldest grandson, | feel more inclined to live up to
everything she expected of me. To live by the morals and
values she expects me to live by. And one day | will look back
on my life, look up and say “Its all thanks to you Appamma”.
Because | know she is watching over me, guiding me to
always take the right path!

Rest in Peace Appamma,

South africa Kumaran Shanthikumar

A Tribute to my Appamma

My earliest memory of Appamma was of her teaching me
Tamil when she came to Mafikeng. We were sitting at the
dining room table with my books. The memory is very fuzzy
as | was only 8 years old then. All | remember was that | was
not very happy to be there because | was very reluctant to
learn.

I remember the last time | spoke to her. It was on her
birthday last year. The conversation started with me saying
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‘Happy Birthday’ in my best Tamil accent. She then replied,
‘Thank you, thank you, “Enna seykirai Mahane?” | was pretty
much up the river without a paddle at this point. The
conversation being the river in this metaphor and the paddle
being my Tamil or lack of it. | tried my best to string a few
random words together, but to no avail. | ended up just
passing the phone to Kumaran who had taken a keen interest
during her classes. | guess | should have paid more attention
those many years earlier when she was trying to teach. Even
though | was unable to converse fluently with her | always felt
an extraordinary attachment towards her which the words can
not describe.

When | look back at her life | find there is so much to learn
from it. She has been a great mother to all her sons who
dearly loved her to the end; A loving grand mother to all of us
who | am sure will become successful as our fathers whom
Appamma brought up single handedly after Appappa’s death.

| thank God Almighty for the life of Appamma and the
painless death she had

May her soul rest in peace

South Africa Kohulan Shantikumar
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OUR APPAMMA

My appammma is the only grandparent that | have met
because all the rest died before | was even born. When we
visited her she always cooked my favourite meal and she
took care of me, my brother and sister. She also talked to me
and always gave us some sweets when we finished eating
our lunch in Sri-Lanka. She always looked forward to seeing
us and so did we. | really miss her now.

U.K. Harry Surendran

My Appamma

My Appamma was very special to me. She was the only living
grandparent on my father’s side. She was caring and loving.
She always let us stay in her house when we go to Sri Lanka.

| visited her three times. | could not remember the first trip but
my parents told me that | sat on the parapet wall and fell
down and it caused me to have a big bump on my head. |
could remember the second trip a bit, | played cricket with
Vimal Mama, Ragulan and some other friends. Even though |
was not good at cricket, | enjoyed myself very much. Also |
remember that Kumaran almost threw me into the well, but of
course it was for fun.

During my third trip | had a chance to meet all my Periappas

and cousins but my cousins Katpaham, Kumaran and

Kohulan couldn’t make it. | had a great time with my

Periappas, Periammas , cousins and Appamma. Appamma

was very happy to see all her sons and her grand children. |

also had a great time in the portable pool with Aathithan,
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Pradha and Meenachi. Amma told me that Appamma cooked
her special ‘Appam’ for everyone, she started at 70’clock
morning and ended at 11.30 a.m. unfortunately, there was
nothing left for her to eat. | think she loved all of us, and
wanted us to be happy.

Appa told us lot of stories about appamma, especially of her
strict discipline, kindness and her hard work to raise her sons.
Amma also told that when ever Appamma visits us in
Singapore she always took care of me and even fed me (we
still have photos of Appama feeding me).

I am very thankful to Appamma for all her love and kindness
she showed us over the years. Now we will never have the
chance to re-live the happy moments with Appamma. | will
never forget her.

| love you Appamma and may your soul rest in peace

Singapore Sangkit Sathiyendra
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Remembering Aunty..

Most of my memories of my Aunty are from my childhood. My
brother and | were always treated as one of their (Periyappa
and Aunty) own children. Our two families shared a special
bond, especially because not only was my mother and Aunty
were sisters but my father and Periyappa were first cousins
too. They had five children, all boys and as | was the only girl
in both our families, | was always spoilt by them.

During my childhood we were living in Colombo and most of
my school holidays were spent in Batticaloa at Periyappa and
Aunty’s home with their children.

After Periyappa’s sudden death, our families became even
closer. Aunty and her family shared our joys and sorrows,
good times and bad as well as our fears and expectations.

After moving to Australia, | was fortunate to see her each
time | went back to Sri Lanka to see my parents. | am also
grateful that my children were able to meet her and spend
time with her while they accompanied me on my visits home.
She was a caring, loving and pleasant person to be around
and we will remember her forever.

Australia Geetha Sathiamoorthy
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In Memory of my Mami

It is with great sadness that | write this brief note about late
Mrs Mylvaganam.
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Everybody knows that my Mami was a kind hearted lady in
our family. Because of her encouragement in studies and
kindness, we are in good positions today. From my childhood
she had been advising me to do medicine. She was very
happy when | entered medical faculty, and I still remember
the day she came to my house to give me a send-off when |
went to Jaffna for the first time.

| like my Mami very much because she treated everyone
equally. It is very difficult to see a lady like Mami in this life.
She will always be in my thoughts.

My best wishes and love go to her children, whose life will no
longer be the same without their mother.

Singapore Sasi Pasupathy

A Tribute to an Aunt

My memory of the first occasion when | first met my aunt was
when she visited our home at Davidson Road, Colombo, as
the new bride of my uncle Mylvaganam Mama. | remember
as a young child going up when summoned rather shyly to
meet them. | remember noticing her long black tresses which
hung well down below her knees. | also have a recollection
that she was wearing a sari of a brillant green which
complimented her fair complexion.

My uncle being the eldest brother of my mother’s family was
dear to us all. He was caring and generous and showed his
love for us young nieces and nephews in his quiet and gentle
way. We thought he was very special to us and | remember
feeling a bit of tinge of uncertainty if things were going to be
the same. Allying all our childish doubts they turned out to be

the most loving and caring relatives.
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My uncle and aunt never failed to visit us when ever they
were in Colombo. Likewise when ever we visited Batticaloa
we enjoyed their affection and hospitality.

My uncle Mylvaganam and my aunt were a truly devoted
couple who took on the traditional role of the Tamil House-
Holder caring for all who were near and dear, both relation
and friend. Their home was open to all. My aunt was a
gracious hostess who with unstinting generosity should care
for her guests- a quality which they have passed on to their
five wonderful sons.

All through the years of her marriage to my uncle she
continued to teach which she did right through her retirement.
She combined motherhood, household chores and career
with even-handed skill shirking none.

My uncle’s sudden demise no doubt left her in great shock
and grief. She stoically took on the duties of both mother and
father to her young sons bringing them up guiding, educating
and setting them up in life. Her five sons bear testimony to
what she accomplished single handed.

She also continued to care for her extended family and
friends. She lavished her kindness and concern to all who
came in contact with.

It is now a year since she went to the Good Lord, her Maker.
Her loss is no doubt is still great to both her family and friends
and all who knew her.

“To live in the heart we leave behind is not to die “

Colombo Savundarambikai Kanapathypillai
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The Ruminations of a Nephew

Time is like space occupied that one leaves to be filled with
events and other people. As humans we are bestowed with a
mind for social interaction and to organise into cohesive
communities, large and small. The immediate community one
grows up with of course is the family.

| feel honoured to be asked by the sons of Advocate
Mylvaganam and Mrs Letchumi Mylvaganam to write a
tribute. Many things flood my mind, all things good and
reflective. They were one of my favourites and | always felt
very close to them. | cannot recall any harsh words from them
to us who were the children, always kind to everyone of us
with no favouritism. It still rings in my ears my aunt’s
greetings. ‘' Eppady Oppi’ ( How’s Oppi ). This would be the
greeting always and the last occasion was on my visit to
Batticaloa in May 2005, sad occasion of my cousin Sivaram’s
Funeral.

My childhood was spent mainly in Colombo at Davidson
Road attending school holidays were mainly spent at
Peradennya campus and sometimes at my maternal
ancestral home of Stanley house in Batticaloa. The trips to
Batticaloa, brought me closer to my cousins and were
memorable. | owe it to my aunt Maheswari who use to take
me along with her with my cousins.

Stanley House is a large Colonial Bungalow on Lady
Manning'’s Drive. This has a long Veranda and a large garden
with a regulation Neem tree and two large trees with fragrant
flowers called ‘Mahilam’ trees in Tamil providing shade. Many
an evening has been spent chatting under these trees on
moonlit night. Across the road fronting the house of course is
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the Lagoon with its fishermen at night with their lanterns
catching prawns at night. There is always the sound of the
lagoon water lapping on the shores sending one into a
serene state unmatched. | have many a time on quiet nights
tried to hear the singing fish and failed of course.

At the back of the house ran a small lane called Eliza lane
from the lagoon, off Lady Manning’s Drive to the main
Market. There was a thatched fence offering privacy to the
house with a small gate to the lane. Situated across is a
house we call Chinna veedu (Small House). This was a
smaller version of the larger house with it's spacious garden.
This was originally the Dowry house of my grandparents,
Advocate Tharmalingam and Beatrice Kanagammah.

One day in the latter half of the 1950s, having been bored at
Stanley House, | decided to visit Chinna veedu. My mother’'s
cousin called Sunderam and his family now occupied this
house. There were children who were few years younger
than me. | was greeted by a gentleman who was first puzzled
but soon turned to delight on discovering who | was and | too
was on discovering who he was, the ‘estranged’ elder brother
of my mother. | had heard of my mother speak of him as they
were very close to each other as children. These meetings
are like one coming home after many years of being away in
an alien country. These moments are imprinted in one’s mind
like a negative of a photograph to be recalled at will.

| was whisked away to his house for dinner on Trincomalee
road in Batticaloa. That is the first and only time | have visited
that house. Of course by this time | met my aunt Letchumi
Mylvaganam and my little cousins Shanthikumar and
Ravivarman. Another of my mother’s cousin fondly called
Udayar maama then met me, who was living together with his
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small family in this house. | had by this time of my life shown
some interest in photography through my father. He decided
to show me how to print a black and white picture in his
quickly arranged darkroom in his sitting room. To this day that
flush of excitement on seeing an image appearing in the
developer fluid of his child, in the darkened room under the
red light from a tungsten bulb covered with red crepe paper,
still echoes in me whenever | do some printing myself. That
was my first ever lesson in printing. | always did remind my
late Uncle Udayar Maama on meeting him. Now | have
traversed a long way in photography and many images with
my Leicas and Hasselblads with great joy.

Then late at night my uncle drove me back to Stanley House
and he decided to come in with me. This was his first visit
back to his home after many years of estrangement. He
walked out of his home many years ago to settle with his
newfound love Letchumipillai, his wife now, leading to all
kinds of upheaval not unlike a Chekhovian play. My grand
mother and my aunt who is called ‘Baby’, still living in the
same house, met him. They were all excited and started
chatting away like long lost relations! That again made it a
special day, as | had become the catalyst in a reunion of
mother son and a sister.

Then years rolled on by and now the Mylvaganam family built
a lovely house on the Kallady main road. This house was
very striking as at that time in the early 1960s it was the only
large house for some distance. It is a bungalow with a lot of
open spaces making it cool in the evenings, to sit in the
veranda and have long pleasant conversations. These were
the best days for me in every way and now looking back it is
also for the country though the dark clouds were gathering. It
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was prosperity for Uncle’s family and more children arrived
totalling to five.

Kallady was an important fixture as it was from there my
maternal family originated and my other relatives lived close
by. Much more can be said of the roaming and days spent
lazing around and play.

When | look back at the time capsule postcolonial time, it is
very much a reflection of what was going in the rest of the
land to the Elite families. There was prosperity before the
independent days followed by decadence that usually sets in
almost in cycles in the history of many things. This happened
in Stanley House leading to it's own social dilemmas.
Chekhov reminded me of this when many years later in
England | was reading Uncle Vanya. People had to find a
meaning and stability and move from edifices crumbling from
within. My uncle found this in his dear wife Letchumipillai. He
found love, stability and happiness after years of struggle
after my grand father Tharmalingam’s death unexpectedly
leaving a lot of financial and family burden.

They were very generous always and never to heard saying
any harsh words about anyone. They were fond of us all
children and never showed any favouritism towards any one
child. We all felt each one of us was special.

During my days at the medical education, we fell into difficult
times as my father had died and the estate was in
testamentary leaving us no money available to live on. During
these hard times my uncle helped us financially when he
could and | recall his brother-in- law Manickam dropping in at
Davidson Road with very welcome bags of rice.
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During my visits to Kallady | recall my aunt will position
herself in the evening, after having been teaching at Vincent’s
Girl’'s High School, at the small kitchen at the back in front of
the fire. There will be long conversations of all sorts bringing
jollity and life to the house. On the last occasion | chatted with
her, she reminded me how she remembers me always asking
guestions non-stop. It was interesting to hear someone say
something of yourself that one cannot see for oneself. That is
the last thing | recall after my last visit in 2005, her sitting not
far from that kitchen. She always grieved for her husband
who passed away suddenly at relatively young age but
always happy and smiling.

For me they were both special as they made me feel the
same. | am sure everyone else who had been in contact with
them would feel the same. | do also miss the food that my
aunt was good at making. Batticaloa cooking is magic,
needless to say.

The days when | used to go to Kallady and spend the
evening watching and helping my uncle and his boys tending
to the grape vines is no more. The walks by the Citronella
trees he had planted by the fence to provide shade and
listening to him lecture to me about balance of world power in
an answer to my query on the needless Vietham War are no
more.

Here we are now in different countries away from Batticaloa
all over the globe and some left this life.

‘So too at death the world does not alter but comes to an end’
- Wittgenstein. Tractus Logico — Philosophicus. (6.431)

U.K Oppi
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A Tribute to Mylvaganam Mami

Even though Mylvaganam Mami is in a better place, a place
for her will always remain in my heart.

When | think about the time | spent with Mylvaganan Mami, |
realise how privileged | was to have been in the presence of
such an inspirational woman. She not only brought
enlightenment to my life, but that of many others.

When my sister was accepted into her family as her eldest
daughter-in-law, | too became part of their family. She was an
admirable figure in my life as long as | recall. Having lost my
own mother at a young age, Mylvaganan Mami’s words of
wisdom will be forever cherished.

Despite our affinity, out relationship became much more
apparent in my somewhat later life during my stay in South
Africa with my sister and her family. Mylvaganan Mami was
also visiting them to spend time with her son and his family.
Although my visit was short, the valuable lessons | learnt
from Mylvaganan Mami have been of great guidance to me,
and | have no doubt that they will continue to assist me. The
memorable time we spent with her in Cape Town still remains
fresh in my heart.

As the mother of five successful men, I could think of no one
in a better position to convey beneficial advice on how to
enhance and persevere through the overwhelming prospect
of raising a young family.

| am sure the many people she had touched including my
husband and | will commemorate Mylvaganan Mami. On
behalf of my family and Manohara family | sincerely pay
tribute to Mylvaganam Mami.

May she forever rest in peace.

Australia Miru Mohanathas
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A Tribute

Mylvaganam Maama and Mammi became close to my
mother and us when my father suddenly died in 1972. They
were both very helpful to my mother during that time. Maama
used to bring fish and vegetables to my mother from the
market, had chats with her and go home. Two years later we
lost Mylvaganam Maama. It was a great loss for us. There
after Mylvaganam Maami and her children were very
supportive and helpful to us throughout our life. It so
happened that she passed away just after three months my
beloved mother passed away.

May her soul rest in peace.

U.K. Dr .Meena Dharmaretnam
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In Memory of our Aunty

I's almost a year since she departed from us but her memory
will remain with us for ever. She was a great lady and |
always admire her for what she did to her five boys and to my
wife, who was like her own daughter. | knew her as a school
teacher at Arasady School but never had the opportunity to
move very closely with her until | got married. Since then she
became very close to me and she always treat me as one of
her own son.

After our marriage we were living away from Batticaloa and
whenever we visited home we always paid a visit and spent
some time with her. She knew that | am suffering from
diabetic and she used to advise me to take care and advise
me to take what ever the local treatments she used to take
for her diabetic. She was very fond of my two children and my
wife and they loved her too. Last time we saw her was in July
last year and we spent some time in her room discussing all
about the past and she was very happy and very healthy. |
always play jokes with her and she used to smile and never
take anything serious and will say “s$8é@ 9@ udgsra”.

When we heard that she got an attack of “Chickengunia” and

after she recovered and came back home, we spoke to her

over the phone and consoled her. It was a surprise when we

heard that she had the heart attack and passed away. It was
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really a sad day for my family and my wife decided to go to
Batticaloa with Ravi and attend the funeral. She had a
wonderful life with her husband and children and God has
given her everything she needed.

May her soul attain Moksha and she will always be in our
thoughts and in our hearts.
In loving memory,

Australia Sathiamoorthy and children
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The sad and sudden exit of a Dear
Friend

It was a sad day — the 1% of February 2006 — The unexpected
sudden passing away of my dear friend Lakshmi
Mylvaganam in Batticaloa, Sri-Lanka. Her exit from her
earthly abode was a shock to all who were close to her. The
appointed hour had come and she had to reach the Lord.

Ours was a friendship that lasted more than six decades.
Lakshmi’'s late husband, late Mr Mylvaganam and my late
husband were good friends during their bachelor days. Both
of them along with Mr Myl’'s uncle and cousins lived in a
boarding house in Colombo. They enjoyed their bachelor
days in good company.

Lakshmi had a happy marriage. “Marriages are made in
heaven” — How aptly true! Myl and Lakshmi were united in
the bond of holy matrimony. Myl was a lawyer of repute at the
Batticaloa Bar and Lakshmi joined the teaching profession.
They were a devoted loving couple enjoying every moment of
their lives with happiness. They were blessed with five sons
who are all doing well in different walks of life.

We were living in Peradeniya at the time of their marriage.
After their wedding they spent a week with us at the
Lecturer's Quarters. My husband was working at the
University scheme, Peradeniya. Our quarters were below the
Marrs Hall. The couple would go for walks and enjoy the
scenic beauty of the hill country. They were fond of children
and enjoyed the company of our one year old son, Ravi.

Lakshmi and Myl were simple folks who were down to earth.
The wealth and fame had not spoilt them. They were
generous hearted and helped the needy. During the school
holidays they would come to Colombo and spend days with

87



us enjoying their stay when they were living in the
Bambalapitiya Flats. The sea beach close by was an
attraction for the children.

We too would go to Batticaloa during the school vacation.
Lakshmi would tempt our appetite with tasty dishes. Batti is
famous for its sea food and cadju. She would treat us with
sugared cadju nuts which she prepared. Her hospitality knew
no bounds for she was always ready to give of her best.

In 1974, during his last visit to Colombo, Myl insisted that we
should come to Batticaloa for the school holidays. We left for
Batticaloa during Christmas vacation in high hopes of having
an enjoyable holiday. When we arrived at the Batticaloa
Railway Station, we looked around for Myl but he was not to
be seen. Instead a nephew of his came towards us and broke
the sad news of Myl’s passing away just a few hours before.
We were shocked and speechless. How uncertain the life is!
We were driven straight to his house and saw him lying in
state. Lakshmi burst into tears and started screaming. Words
are poor comforters and there was no way we could console
her. She had lost her life’s partner forever.

The sudden exit of her beloved husband created a void which
could never be filled. She could not get over the loss. She
was left helpless with a young family. God gave her the
mental strength to discharge her parental duties with her
deep sorrows concealed in the innermost recesses of her
aching heart. Even Father Time could not help her, for so
intense was her sorrow. He was her “pLiompd sewr sewi
@suieun”. She has now joined him in Heaven and will be at
peace.

Lakshmi was a good seamstress and good at embroidery.
Lakshmi enjoyed sewing beautiful frocks for little girls. God
had blessed her with five daughters-in- law who came into
her family and were all fond of her. She will be missed by her
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sons and families, and her brothers and sisters. She was the
guiding force for the family.

Although we were far a part, we never failed to be in contact
with each other. Letter writing was our mode of
communication. If | failed to write she would pull me up for
indifference. She was a sincere friend.

May her soul rest in peace.

Australia Mrs Nageswari Nadaraja
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My Adopted Mother

It was 1978. | was working as an Irrigation Engineer,
Pankulam, and | applied for a transfer to go to Batticaloa.
Colleagues in the Irrigation Department wondered as to why |
was interested in going to Batticaloa when | was from
Colombo and when | was also due to go to the Department’s
head office in Colombo for my design experience. My reason
was different. | was taken up by the hospitality of the
Batticaloa citizens which | enjoyed during two of my previous
visits: once when | made a social visit to my adopted
mother’s house and the other when | volunteered to work for
a week in a village after the cyclone in 1978 which damaged
the entire Eastern Province. Further, | also wanted to find out
as to why others were reluctant to go there.

Having no relatives in Batticaloa, Mrs. Mylavaganam
graciously accepted me as one among her family. She
hosted me during my entire stay in Batticaloa. She was
always up very early, preparing lunch for me so that | could
carry it to my work site in Mundankumaraweli. Only a mother
would do it. How can | forget her spending almost an entire
day preparing yogurt for my father’s Anthireddy (31°' day after
a person’s death). Even after leaving Batticaloa, | tried to
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return once a month to spend time with her until | left to
Nigeria.

Our relationship did not end once | went to Nigeria. She still
corresponded and of course she attended our international
wedding at Kattukudipatti in Ramanad District, Tamil Nadu.
In fact, she was instrumental in helping me to get married to
Muthumanimoli. Would any one else except a mother be
keen in getting her son married? As | was single during my
stay, our after dinner discussions centered at my future
partner. She always teased me when | told her that my
choice would be a person strong enough to withstand any
calamity. | miss the relaxed atmosphere.

Finally, | feel rather guilty of not visiting her during my visit to
Sri Lanka in 2005, but she is always cherished. Although we
miss her now, it is temporary because we will be joining her
shortly.

U.S.A. K. Sivakumaran

A TRIBUTE

It was in mid April, 1965, that | first came to know late Mr.
Mylvaganam Advocate, when | started my practice in the
Kalmunai Courts. He was an eminent Civil Lawyer there at
that time.

Though he was born in the lap of luxury, was provided the
best of education, had obtained a Honours Degree from the
London University, which was rare in the fifties, had passed
out as an Advocate with honours and was a leading lawyer,
yet he preferred simple way of life live like a common man.
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Soon after my marriage in May, 1968, my wife and | were
very close to them and we were treated like members of their
family.

Their house was centrally and conveniently located in the
Main Road at Kallady. It was a well planned sprawling house
verandas all round and with several rooms with modern
conveniences where two or three families could live together
at the same time. The parents would have been mindful of
the fact in case some of the boys decided to occupy the
house in later times, they could do so without any difficulties.

The compound in which the house was build was very large
and had several noteworthy features. There were flower
plants in one section, and vegetable garden of chena
varieties in another section. Apart from these, there were
plantain bushes producing plantains of various types, mango
trees of different kinds, jack trees and trees bearing
drumsticks and so on. It was like a model farm and who ever
visited them, never failed to go round the garden.

We were regular visitors to their house, whenever we had to
go to Batticaloa and the house was wide open to us all the
time. Even when at times the parents were away, the sons
were there to look after us. Every time we left the house, we
never returned empty handed, we were treated with baskets
full of vegetable or fruits.

We still remember with gratitude, the help and assistance
given particularly by Mrs. Mylvaganam at the time my wife
admitted at Dr. Chellaiah’s Nursing Home in Batticaloa, for
confinement in July, 1969 and again in February, 1974. She
was at the beside and cared like a mother would look after
the daughter. Meals were prepared by her and sent to the
hospital and Mr Mylvaganam delivered the same on his way
to Batticaloa courts.
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Rude shock awaited us soon after Christmas in 1974, when
Mr. Mylvaganam passed away suddenly following a heart
attack. His loss at the time was too severe to come to terms
with. All his sons were still school going and the last boy
Kutty was twelve years old and that was a crucial period in
deed.

It was at that stage that Mrs. Mylvaganam, calm, quiet and un
assuming lady, displayed all her courage, wisdom, sense of
duty and personal sacrifice. She accepted the challenge and
with great self-determination decided to do her utmost for the
benefit of her five sons. She provided them with the best of
education, never left the children to feel the absence of the
father and brought them up in a highly disciplined manner.
The sons too rallied round the mother played their part well
and never disappointed the mother. They are all well qualified
and holding important positions in life, thanks to the able
guidance of their mother. She had not only educated them
but also settled them well in life, found them suitable life
partners as well. | have been associated with their family
throughout and am aware the sacrifices made by Mrs.
Mylvaganam in favour of her sons. She was an example to
others, which is worthy of following.

The sons too never disappointed the mother, they all doing
well and four of them in different parts of the world and one
son Yoges decided to stay in Batticaloa as if were to look
after the mother closely.

| use to visit her on my way to Batticaloa courts, and have
long discussions. On one occasion she mentioned with eyes
full of tears that all the sons were doing well in life but the
father was not there. | consoled her and told her that she had
played her part well as a mother in bringing up the children to
their present position and that was a great service to her late
husband
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On another occasion she told me that | should take a holiday
to South Africa, where Periyathamby (eldest son) would look
after us and when | said about travel restrictions, she
suggested that we go to Singapore, where Kutty (youngest
son) would look after us. True to her word I, together with my
wife and children visited Singapore a couple of times and
enjoyed the hospitality of Kutty and his beloved wife, whose
parent are both retired teachers from Karaitivu and who are
personally known to me for a long time.

Mrs. Mylvaganam passed away peacefully on the 1% of
February after a brief illness. She lived a useful and
purposeful life worthy of emulation. She passed away with
the satisfaction that she played her part well and the sons
too, all five them, stood up to her expectations.

Memories of the Mylvaganam family will never fade away.

Kalmunai. M.U.Thaha-Zainudeen
J.P.U.M. Attorney-at-Law and Notary Public

My Neighbour

The first time | saw Shanthi's mother was when | returned
from Trincomalee where | studied for one year or so. During
that time the new beautiful house has sprung up in the
compound south to my house. | looked curiously through an
opening between our study room roof eaves and cadjan
fence into my neighbors compound. Letchumipillai akka
alighted from the passenger side of their black car while five
small children popped out through the rear doors of the
vehicle. | saw a happy lady with full smile that brightened up
her face. She was always like that. | have never seen her
frown or mired in somber mood.
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Ravi and Arul, my two brothers made friends with them
during my absence. My aquaintenance with the neighbours
started slowly. As | was the oldest among the lot | felt there
was a little less intimacy unlike my bothers and the five boys.

In the social standing, although there was disparity, advocate
Mylvaganam and school teacher Mylvaganam, did not show
it. My father’'s known temperament and the outbursts, when
the striking ball made holes in our cadjan fence and damaged
it while playing cricket in front of our house, did not result in
any misunderstanding between our parents. | was always
consciously worried whether this would create a rift in our
relationship. But Advocate Mylvaganam and Lethumipillai
Akka laughed it off and advised us to change the venue. The
gravel road between our houses became the cricket pitch.
The relationship between our families grew stronger.

Advocate Mylvaganam and Lethumipillai Akka were both
accommodating. | can never forget the trip to the rice paddies
in Unnichai. The hot cow's milk that | drank at the Vaadi
tasted grassy and beautiful and has become a standard to
me to this day. The "panaiyan” and the other fish we caught
in stagnated water in the field taseted so good.

Lethumipillai akka and the advocate were not pompous
people. They were never troubled themselves for
inconsequential things in life. They were simple and down to
earth people. | saw them sweeping the compound, tending to
the beautiful garden, experimenting grafting on mango trees
and rose bushes and getting excited and being proud of a
successful grafting. It will not be an exaggeration if | say that
| understood from them contentment in life comes from
fulfilling the basic simple things in life and the rest are false
values.

They called the children by their nicknames most of the time.

Shanthi was called Periyathamby or Shanthi interchangeably:

Ravivarman was called Kunchithamby: Yogeswaran was
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called Chinnavan, Surendrran was called by his name or
Vaathi by his father and youngest was called Kutti. We also
got used to these names too. The closeness between our
families is an exceptional one.

| think it was the Christmas time of 1974. | vividly remember
the day we played volley ball in your front drive way. We use
to play badminton too. Advocate also played with us. The
next day Shanthi rushed him to the hospital when he suffered
a sudden massive heart attack. He succumbed to it later. It
was so unexpected and | could not believe the life’s
impermanence. | lost my guide and my inspiration.
Letchumipillai akka lost her husband, partner and her friend.

In life most people crumble when the sole support collapses.
But Letchimipillai Akka had a mission in her life. The children
were her mission. She was a source of strength to her
family. When the mast of the ship was suddenly struck down
by the unkind fate she took over and became its steward. |
have seen her and the children continue to tend the garden.
Clean the compound and cultivate the paddy fields in
Unnichai. As the matriarch of the family she kept the children
very focused and when | admire the positions they have
attained in their stations in life. How can one fail to admire the
goodness of heart in her?

Charath and Bawa, two of Letchumipillai Akka's nephews
were also staying with her for their education. Gopi would
spend most of the time with the five boys. Suresh, Uthaman
and Periya Kutti were always there. Suhirtharajah (Suhir) a
family friend was residing with the boys. These boys and us,
the trios was the gang.

We played together; we formed cricket teams and played

matches against others; we roamed the bushes together for

naval palam and eecham palam; we caught small fish and

shrimps in the creek behind our houses together during the

monsoon rainy season, sometimes making the gravel road
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impassable with strong currents in the running water; we
shared story books and comics together; we went to the
beach to catch crabs together; went to Murugan Kovil
Thiruvila and Mariyamman Kovil Thiruvila together during the
temple festival times in the nights; we wcaught "pon vandu" in
the bush surrounding Mariyamman kovil and watched them
laying eggs in captivity; we slept in the front verandah relating
stories; the gang except Shanthi, Arul and myself hid behind
the parapet wall in the evening and laughed to their heart’s
content, watching the actions and reactions of the passershy
to the abandoned parcels with cow dung. These were the
wonderful days of our childhood. The full enjoyment of it was
made possible by Lethchumipillai Akka.

Their house was like a second home to me. There had been
times during my mischievous days when | could not climb
over the gate because | was very late or my condition was
not suitable to face my parents, | had sleep overs with the
boys on the verandah.

I would say even if Akka had known my childhood mischief,
she understood us, the children. She ignored and overlooked
my peccadilloes for the greater gain of keeping our friendship
and neighborliness intact and growing.

Lethumipillai Akka allowed us to converge in your house, she
treated us with open arms, she gave us food, she inquired
about well being and progress in our studies. There was
never even a single instance she was hard on us or
contemptuous for our actions or involvement with her children
or said anything that would hurt us or our feelings. She
allowed us to enjoy our childhood and to grow up together as
a family.

My dear Shanthi, Kunchan, Chinnavan Surendran and Kutti ,
although I do not keep in touch with you as | would want to,
due to various exigencies, you are always in my thoughts
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when | think about or converse with others about Kallady.
This bond that exists among us is entirely due to you mother.

| will miss her in my trips to Sri Lanka but she is in a very safe
place and with your father.

Let her soul rest in peace.

Canada M. Inparajah
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‘Life is like a river floating towards
the ocean’

Mrs. Mylvaganam (Letchumipillai acca) is no more, but her
pleasant memories still float in the hearts of everyone, who
were close to and dear to her.

| came to know her and her family through my husband late
Mr. Shanmuganathan, who was their family friend and also
working for late Mr. Mylvaganam in 1963. Since then we were
good friends and became neighbours too in Kallady. Late Mr
Mylvaganam was one the leading Advocates in the Eastern
part of Sri Lanka and Mrs Mylvaganam was a teacher at
Vincent girls High School , Batticaloa.

She was gifted with a lovable husband and five obedient
sons. She led a royal life throughout. Life is impermanent, no
one can overcome it. Acca was not exceptional. Her loss
was a great shock to me and my children who called her as
“Kutti Mami”.

She loved gardening. One could see her sweeping their vast
sandy compound with the “eekele broom” bending her tall
body and watering the plants carrying with brass kudam,
though they had the water pump facility. In each mango
season, they had the habit of giving the first set of mangos
from their garden to our family.

99



When my daughter was born, | thought of resigning my
Government job in order to look after my child. Being a good
guider, acca advised me not to, as my husband’s job was not
a pensionable one. She supported me throughout by taking
care of my children. Now | realise the value of this advice.
She used to take my daughter Vichchy in their car when she
goes to school along with her sons saying that she is her
daughter. What a kind hearted person!

Being a teacher and a housewife acca did not experience any
hardships in maintaining the family along with her husband.
The sudden untimely demise of her husband changed her life
completely. All alone she took the responsibility to develop
the ability in bringing up her five sons who were schooling at
that time. | could imagine the hardships she went through.
The sons too did their part well and followed the guidance
and the leadership of their mother. Now they are all doing
extremely well both in Sri Lanka and abroad.

Acca’s pleasing personality attracted every one. Apart from
her household burden, she did not fail to visit her friends and
relations frequently and supported them when they were in
need. This was one of her good qualities.

Though | could not pay my last respect to her in person, |
share my sorrow with her beloved family and friends on this
occasion.

May her soul rest in peace in heaven!

U.K Mrs.Thangaratnam Shanmuganathan
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A TRIBUTE

| was very apprehensive when my brother Ravi told me that
he is coming to visit me with his mother at my home in
Philippines. At that time, | had no idea how fortunate | am to
be welcomed to the family of Mylvaganam as the only sister
of the five great sons of Mrs. Letchumipillai Mylvaganam.
Until now, | am not even sure if | deserve it.

There was very little time that mother and | spent together in
the

Philippines. We were not even be able visit places, but the
joy that | have experienced in her presence | will always
remember. | never even thought of serving her the type of
food she is used to, but | never felt she complained about it.
She was simple in her ways to make me feel comfortable.
She was very appreciative of little good and simple things
that | did for her during her stay. Yes, she was very nice but |
have more special reasons to feel grateful about her.

| was very sorry to hear of our mother's death. It came to me
as a sad shock. | was terribly upset that | could not come to
see her. She was in my thoughts. | remember her with
affection. Her patience was admirable.

Our mother, | know you are very proud of your sons and
happy with their families. Thank you for making me a part of
your wonderful journey on earth. | will always be proud that |
am a part of Mylvaganam family. Your memories will be in my
thoughts.

May you rest in peace.

Philippines Rosana Dionisio
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A Tribute to Our Dear Mrs L Mylvaganam
Teacher

I am honoured at the privilege, to be invited for my
contribution in this tribute to the late Mrs Mylvaganam. She
was a family friend and a close professional associate of my
school teacher mother, late Mrs Mahes Chelliah, at Arasady
School, Batticaloa.

| remember at school, Mrs Mylvaganam was a talented
teacher. To her colleagues, she had a bubbling sense of
humour and an infectious smile. She was popular with the
staff and students alike. To simply say that she put fun back
into what was for many a fairly dull school life and teaching
environment, would be an understatement. She certainly had
the knack of making even the most mundane and difficult job
-considering the calibre and quality of the pupils and
conditions at the school - made teaching with meagre
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resources, good fun, pleasant and joyful. Looking back at the
decades gone by, | now, gaze with wonder what they had to
smile about, all those years ago, doing that job, in that
environment.

Late Mrs Mylvaganam greatly valued her family and adored
her husband. The sudden death of her husband was an
unbearable loss for her, from which she never recovered.
She was committed to her family and home, as she was to
her school and her friends. Her blessings at home were
completed with five adorable children -a feat that any Sri
Lankan mother would be proud of, beyond belief.

She was a simple, smiling, sincere and cheerful person, who
took a great interest in the welfare and progress of others.
She was sympathetic and sensitive to the problems of others
and compassionate concerned for her friends, in particular.
She influenced some, for the benefit of others- and we were
the beneficiaries of her kind words, works and action. She
treated us, just like her own. Her interest and concern on our
family’s (my brothers and sisters in particular) progress and
well being, continued even after we all left Sri Lanka.

We remember the late Mrs Mylvaganam teacher, with great
affection. She was our very special family friend. In addition,
she was my mother’s colleague, towards whom my mother
very often, turned for help, comfort, consolation, and/or
consultation.

It is natural that we should be sad of the loss of someone so
dear and near to our lives. Mrs Mylvaganam is no longer a
part of our lives, but her memories live on. Her influence lives
on, in the unending consequences that flow from her life and
character. We should not grieve but celebrate and cherish
her memories- as she lived an exemplary life.

She will be honoured and remembered as a cheerful and
friendly school teacher and friend, by the staff and students at
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Arasady School. | do not think that there is anyone who does
not feel enriched, encouraged and strengthened by having
known her.

Finally, I am sure that if she were here today, she would say
to us,

Weep if you must, for parting is hell,
But life must go on, so sing as well.

U.K. CS Jeyaraj
(Eldest son of Mrs Mahes Chelliah)

LSS 60T GuUMphd Lmeneuw i SlevsLd

g & Loullbaursard Sleulsst fleiugomt bS5 s s 1976w ewr®
Qsusilufl_(1 ul’ L Hlemesrey Losoid &L Hemywlsd, seomhldl & . elld bl meorh e
Slauser , Lollovanseaid Slaurssilar urflurenrl uPdls GRS,

“ Saflar wemer elerserel Wetflss, weamemw Wil HenLol

uGsdl, JumEGHH s CQarhdHiseiu  Geveorsi, GUCUTS
SOHSINW T TEHS HMlSEpei.”

6161 M1 GO Biat e ir.

$lm wullssursand Slsuiiseflar Hevell, ey, Lswiy eTaiLsuDenD QLG B LiyLd
sé&furs  (complimentry qualities) simwpseman Gl sB1TaT ener
Slouisafl_Lb sflenmi Sl o wflu elplus st ) @i,

o Mo, 2 mellsi, Bl Jenarouenywd CrflédHid GHELUD BLGoHlwHeb
Slsufler uml safliy @GP SEHSTHD.Qemwous sLods56llEs SHLPHNSHEm6T
Srmig
LIMSVTL Lq 6Y6T TS FHlL 60T
“ Qumiosup misr wnsPeudssn dPleudbs
& &L 6u mevew p”

107


mailto:tkfkt/Kmf.i@bv%5bf

ST @SPL Ut &CEHL  JleuTsener  “DPloudlbs whsenns” bl L
Qu(menLowyd oo &L8L1 e emer SlouTHEne6s o flwsn@Ld.

Qv sumpsilenr CuTgH, @OIuTs issT QmiHls UL SHb, DeuT Gupmlw
SIS (HLOE Hemel  6lleT &GHousH&H HRbs Gengullsr Slstey QL HSITH. dleul
Qmisleueny suflsHmbs OXFAM Heneowsdsd, wpCorr idur suswrisworid,
el yfis srensmod QeupurBseilsr o _wiey Fred FpbssT@Lb.

STV UNPHES FPHSHHIHHF Femauwnsr  salsei  eflss  Beoyons
siller Bl SweuT HLbs euhHLLD g orsll Guerissordl Sisim Genpeusieor ursd
HLOE HaTle0  lbemn ieedlsgid Oeremigi. Uflss Sisem s o
B BS0oner Sepwdlyn Frpdlun Qumtt trmgdliGunors!

o smpdl! smpdl! smbl!
oL L_dmar iy Gou seworuiglnlei emnen

I BLoF MHéE@ lehsed

st Qeolsbidleiensr  wullbeuraid  JleuTHEHLT  SLHS L
QUHLESOTTHEN LPGD  sumilly  eTrd@&Hd HOLs5351. ASCHTH  louy H
FCar5fl Slmndl i(metepranbsell Fumudllidersnsr GHHLOUSHIL @ID Lop mILD
sCararT $m usud GELUSHIL @D Baad OpmHES GHHLU BT TS
Ul Bred oy (e QB(hHE Sl up@Ld sumiitiy Cosid SIlsflEs S

Hfflwwrs’  vedwmpdlu Sy WSSOy e SHo  ue
IHLESEHSE Py  oumphs  flm dyserdsmet  Glyusomer .
LouflbsuTHeTD DTS EhHS ) LoenaTeliuTHa|D, BT LodseT Meu(HEHGHS SMUTHa|LD
UNPHBHID , OF 06UTH S SbHevd 5 O sveu sustid By biflw Hemeoullsd §6fld SiLd,
FHCP@ID sbuTeDd Gl sTLCM(HLEID SIBUTHAILD, HevsHeliLndHe b Gu4l
wEpbg aupstt. QFdeaud CFmeE leufl b @mpadoemn. ullgid
ECyn@Ld FpliCLTHLD sunph I LoD DTS EhE @) (PGS 6TOILOTS SUTLHHS.

sl flwns Jleueny lsurHl hHLSOEMHeu(HenL W 6llsurts  euy CoupLss mi
sewor Gungl etorg 2 L 60 Qs pieion Opermid, Seusmonsl  unis His
Qamet @hoTmid  SIGTGUIHLL  uTESCHTHL  swmpPlu  WaGugmer  wPenpW
SXl_wmi Sem6mulll” B 6 6u6r meXleonmi.

108



et @elnjdld  eumpenn @ amppg  2007-02-01  Jiwim SIS
Smprstlsd Gemnmeusrg Qi Sleorr.

ST Gl HHDU JHHHHoUTHEHLaT sy G fleyd Hiuwfled preud erer g
GOULD uEl @ Gl FICpMLD.

Slour G pdion FmpFuent w Genpeusnartt ymisdadabpe. Fmpdl! smbdl!!

60601

Fmi$SLO (P S SLOTT &
g6l udleursnit prw s (uiey Gupm)

ydLom Fmpdl Ouimis!

QeI0eIN(H ool o wiey & @b
eei0aun(m, Gusmioss &y sworomd
I SHTHST LWlevsunsend 51
(b Fleneworwmersui el &Ll TaT emer !

Quily $ 51 Qgnenmily $ 51 QLS suoiig
SloulT SeusFlHST (Lpeweard L Lq 60
Eailaung H1b Sleull HHenSWT QUi
flaseon(pd Sl Sleuit mumflesr Quiwir!

flavrer suw HeGov Hov6l HpLISlsd
pliunss seuaid OF wss eupbs

Sl udip$é &seona meneoudlsd

Sleu Luflest g 2 $flemuwwmeorir!

Symotiymi e enen sefler sevsll susr b Gum
Syowrstt ussslyfipsam @eol” w8161 emen
SL_6mLD, Heoresoiwd, &L UL HL_6
&eosit uessl yflbg umym” G0 Qupmn!

109



Sl GLomt, 7 elsuios, GurGseneuy e
#CrhSlyer, g5HCuBSyer ererCe
ST LD USTOTLILD Q(HE Semeworbs (it ener & een
Ssemnen G)eoL aLBIN6T e FeTQD HSST!

SHDOUT HILD 6T &G LTSy Lomesr
Slssiemeor @)ool &LBL1 N6 emen SiLor i meormin
6L 2 (meutenr Iy swi_6uGe
Sleut Y son gmhd Qup i et LfleunGu !

H606V1G- LomerdL_iT FlewsOiml &1

A Tribute

It is with feelings of profound shock that we heard the sad
news of the death of Mrs Mylvaganam. We had the pleasure
of living next door to her for some 20 years when we lived in
Kallady and could not have wished for a better neighbour.

She was a teacher by trade and even before our three
daughters attended her classes she went out of her way to
take them to their school and deliver them safely home each
evening. This was a great help at that time to us and we will
always remember her for that and all her other good deeds.

We extend our deepest sympathies to her children and other

members of her family.

U.K. Mr. & Mrs. Sivaratnam
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Our Sincere thanks and appredation for sharing vour memornes of our
dear Mother with us, and the tributes sent which we will treasure for a
lifetime. We also take this opportunity to thank all those who took care of
her during her life time and in one way or another sent us words of
comfort and helped us dunng her last journey.

It would be very much appreciated if you could visit the web site created
as a tribute to our parents.

http://www.advocatemylvaganam org

Thanking vou,

Shanthikumar
Ravivarman
Yogeswaran
Surendran &
Sathiyendra
(Mylvaganam Family)
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